
BiFIekarCukenAextþkMBg;cam *

degðImcugeRkayRtdrrs;?

s‘un can;dwb

saklviTüal½yPUminÞviciRtsil,³

kMNt;ehtuxageRkamenH ´BMuEmneFVIeLIgkñúgbMNgerobrab;fa enAextþkMBg;cam kic©BiFIqøgv½yek μg

munCMTg;ehAfa {ekarCuk} eKeFVIya:gdUcemþceT. eTaHCaniyayBIdMeNIrkic©enaHRtYs²xøH k¾enHBMuEmnCabMNg

sMxan;Edr EtKWCakarsegátfaRbéBNImYyEdleTIbnwg)t;bg;eTAb:unμanTsvtSenH hak;dUcCakMBugRtdrxül;

eLIgvijRbwgrs;eTot. rIÉsMnYrfaetICadegðImcugeRkayBitR)kd $k¾RbEhlmanvasnars;eLIgvijenaH ´k¾BMu

GacsμanRtUvEdr. sgÁmviTU $nrviTUKYryk]TahN_Edl´nwgbgðajenHCaemeron $CaRbFanbTBicarNa.

kareRbobeFobk¾minGt;esaHEdr KW´nwgeFVIkareRbobeFobRtYs²xøHCamYyRbéBNIekarCukenAtMbn;GgÁr eday

Ep¥kelIÉksarEdlelakRKU GaMg CUlan RBmTaMg {RkumsikSasgÁm} EdlGtItnaykdæanvb,Fm’RsavRCavén

GaCJaFrGbSraFøab;erobcMmk. ehtuGIVk¾cMa)c;eRbobeFob? KWedIm,Idwgfa kalEdleKenAeFVICaRbRktIenaH

RbéBNIekarCukenAextþkMBg;cammanlkçN³rbs;xøÜnpÞal; xusBItMbn;xageCIg $mYykarekarCukenARbeTs

km<úCaTaMgmUlecjmkBIKRmUEtmYy. ´sUmbBa¢ak;fa {kMBg;cam} Edlniyaykat;enH tamBitsMedAeTAelIEt

mþMúPUmimYycMnYnEdlsBVéf¶CacMNuHRsuk)Fayb:ueNÑaH KWkEnøgEdl´Føab;eTARsavRCavjwkjab; edaysarGñk

RsukenATIenaHenAkan;RbéBNIeRcIn. 
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1 Tinñn½yc,as;CagenHmanenA * GaMg CUlan/ RBab can;m:ara:/ s‘un can;dwb/ dMeNIrCIvitmnusSExμr emIltamBiFIqøgv½y/

hnumaneTscrN_ 2007 . GaMg CUlan/ rs; suxum/ Kg; vIr³/ Gens d’Angkor ¬PaBynþÉksar¦.
2BakSenH FmμtaniyayBIRBHsgÇEdldac;Gb,dixusvin½yF¶n;F¶r dUcCamanRsICaedIm. ekμgRsIEdlbraCikedayekarBMuTan;eBlenaH

ebIenAextþesomrabeKmin(eFVIBiFIGVIeT KWeKkat;pþac;CukenaHelIKUft,al;.
3BakSfa {Cuk} enH´eRbItampøÚvkareT. enAtMbn;xageCIgRbeTskm<úCak¾eKsÁal;BakSenHEdr EteKniymfa {kMe):c} ¬GñkPñMeBjnig

tMbn;ÉeTotfa {kMe):y} ¦ ehIyeKeRcInniyayfa {ekarsk;} BMusUv&fa {ekarCuk}  eLIy.

s‘un can;dwb

308

rMlwkxøH²BIkarekarCukenAtMbn;GgÁr1

ekarCukCaBiFIqøgv½yek μgRsIRbuscab;BIGayu 10qñaMeTATl;muneBjv½y. ya:gNak¾RtUvekarpþac;mun

eBjkemøaH$RkmMu. RbusBi)kkMNt;bnþic ebIRsIvij EdlehAfaRkmMuenaH  KWeKKitBIeBlEdlcab;epþImmanrdUv.

dUecñHya:gyUreK(ekarRtwmGayu13qñaM ebIRCulmanrdUvehIy enAtMbn;xageCIgeKehAfa {braCik}2. rIÉfacab;

BIGayu10qñaMenaH k¾RKan;EtCaeKaleT tamkarCak;Esþg KW(Etmanekμgmñak;BIrekarRtwmRtUvtamGayuenaH ekμgÉ

eTotEdlenAx©ICag GayueRkam10qñaMmkekarCamYyk¾minGVIEdr RKan;EteKBMu(qøgkic©mYyehAfa {edkGgárrab}.

niyay(xøImk BiFIekarCuk3 CaBiFIqøgv½yek μgRsIRbus(RbugeRbobxøÜneTArk {eBjv½y}. 

eTskal

BiFIekarCukBIrkEnøgEdl´)neXIjenAExminanigEx]sPa qñaM2008knøgeTAenH eFVIeLIgkñúgeTs

kalBiessmYy BMuEmnedayRbRktIeBjeljeT dUcmanbegðIbbnþicBIelImk. RbCaCnenAPUmimYycMnYnkñúgRsuk

)Fay/ extþkMBg;cam/ enArkSaRbéBNIeRcIn. ebIeBalBIqøgv½yCa]TahrN_ KWmanekμgRsICMTg;cUlmøb;ral;qñaM

enAeLIy. edaysarFøab;emIleKcUlmøb;eRcInelIkeRcInRKaenHehIy )nCa´manTMnak;TMngrab;GanKñaeRcIn

CamYyGñkRsukRBmTaMgGacarünanaCaGñkeFVIkic©. éf¶mYy´)nsYrCIkb£sCIkKl;eTAelakGacarüBITMenom

ekarCuk eTIbKat;R)b;faeTIbnwgxaneFVIedaysarsRgÁamb:un μanTsvtSmunenH EtenAsl;k,ÜnkñúgRkaMg ebIeFVI

eTotRbEhleFVI)n. ´k¾niyayecjBIcitþes μaH elIktémøkarrkSaRbéBNITaMgGm,alma:n. Rtg;enHehIy Gñk

Rsukmñak;mansnÞúHcitþfa ebImaneK(témøRbéBNIKat;dUecñH GñkRsukKYrEtnaMKñasÞÜyGVIEdleTIbnwgliceTA

(egIbeLIgvij. xøÜnKat;pÞal;nwg(kUnRbusmñak;ekarqøgv½yenH eRkAGMBIenaHk¾eRcInCasac;jatiKat;Edr Edl

nwgykkUnmkekar. etIekarCukya:gem:cebIKμanekμgNaTukCukpg? KWeKnwgekark,alekμgTaMgenaH edayTuk(
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4rebobval;Ggár RBmTaMg]bkN_Edlykmkval; mindUcKñaebHbitnwgtMbn;GgÁreT EteKalkarN_nign½yTUeTABMuxusKñaeLIy .

BIFIekarCukenAextþkMBg;cam * degðImcugeRkayRtdrrs;?

309

enAsl;EtkMe):ymYycMkNþalk,al $kMe):ybICamumcRgáanenAeBlbuNüenaH ehIyEtmYyyb; RBwkeLIgk¾

pþac;kMe):yqøgbuNüCasßaBr. enHCakrNITImYyEdlTak;TgnwgPUmiTMnb;/ XMuTMnb;/ Rsuk)Fay. sUmbBa¢ak;fa

GñkepþImenaHeqøót»kaseFVIbuNüqakmhabgSúkUl(«BukmþayKat;pg eRkayBI)ncemøIyBIGacarümkfa BMuman

xusGVIEdr eRBaHCakic©BIrepSgKña/ GacarüxusKña/ rNþab;xusKña>>>.

edaysarman]TahrN_mYyeFVI(mansnÞúHcitþdUecñH bnþiceRkaymk enAPUmican;/ XMutaMgRksaMg/

Rsuk)FaydEdl GñkRsukk¾RsuHRsYlKñaeFVIBiFIqøgv½y(ek μgdUcKñaenaHEdr. krNITIBIrenHxusBImunRtg;fa Gñk

epþImbuNüenaHRtUveFVIbuNüqakmhabgSúkUl(«Bukmþay dUecñaHehIyk¾nwkeXIjP¢ab;BiFIekarCukpg eday

RbmUlekμg)ndl;eTA21nak; manRsImanRbus. kñúgcMeNamenaH manek μgmñak;Føab;TukkMe):ydl;GayuR)MqñaM

pg EteKekarpþac;(b:unμanqñaMmunenHedayKμankic©BiFIGVIeLIy eRBaHkalenaHeKyl;faGMeNwHteTAElgmanbuNü

ekarCukeTotehIy.

edayeTskalBiessenHehIy)nCakalbriecäTbuNüenAPUmican;Ebøkbnþic t,iteFVIenAéf¶ 7erac

ExBisax mindUcenAPUmiTMnb;EdleFVIkñúgExplÁúntamFm μta. emIleTARbEhlCamkGMBIbMNgFMdMbUg KWeFVI

buNüqak eRBaHbuNüenHeKEtgeFVIExecRt $BisaxdUecñH.

eRbóbeFobcMNucxøHeTAnwgRbéBNIenAtMbn;GgÁr 

ebIeBalsegçbbMput RbEhlCaGacfaenAkMBg;cam kic©manticCagenAtMbn;GgÁr ehIyk¾BMumann½yfa

eKeFVIkat;Edr KWRbEhlCaTMenomBImunmkdUecñHÉg. )nCa´yl;ya:genH mkBI´ykkic©mYyehAfa {edkGgár

rab} mkKit. PUmienARsuk)FayenH kic©edkGgárrab eKniymNas;kñúgBiFIcUlmøb; 4. ehtuenH karEdlBMueXIj

manedkGgárrabenABiFIekarCuk BMu)nesckþIfamkBIeKminsÁal;eLIy KWmkBIRbéBNIekarCukenAÉeNH BMuEdl

mankic©edkGgárrab.

enAÉeNHeKmineFVIranekar(mankMBs;es μ I $x<s;CagpÞHedaymans<anmYysRmab;edIrqøgeTAeT KW

kEnøgGVInanaenAÉdIdac;BIpÞHTaMGs;. eKeFVIeragbuNüenApÞal;dI. enA|san dac;BIpÞHenaH KWbus,úk. bus,úkenH

enAkNþalraCvtiEdlmanTVarenATisTaMgbYn ¬rUbelx1¦. ebIKitCan½y KWPñMEdlenAkNþalelak eBalKWBMu
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xusGVIBIranekarenAtMbn;GgÁreLIy fVIt,itEtebIemIlEt

nwgEPñksuT§ eXIjEbøkKñaxøaMg. EtebIeRbobeFobeTA

kEnøgeFVIkic©eBlekμgRsIecj BImøb;enAtMbn;)Fay enH

vij eXIjfamanrebobEtmYy GaceBalfadUcKñak¾

)n. enHbgðajfaRbéBNIerobcMkEnøgeFVIkic©BiFICa

suxumelakenAÉeNH eKeFVIrebobenHÉg. cMeBaHkic©

vij Ggárrab\tmaneFVIdUceTIbnwgniyaymkehIy.

rIÉkic©sURtehARBlwgBwsþardUcenAtMbn;GgÁr k¾BuMman

Edr b:uEnþenAxagcugBiFI GacarümanKYcRBlwg edayyk

GMe)HcgédekμgTaMgenaHEdr. eRkAGMBIenaH KμanGVIxus

KñaxøaMgKYr(kt;smÁal;eLIy t,iteFVIBIl¶acdUcKña/ cab;

epþImeLIgedayEsnRkugBalIdUcKña/ RBHsgÇnimnþmk

Cyenþa(BrC½yek μgTaMgenaHdUcKña RKan;EtbgVil

BBilenAÉeNHmineFVIenAyb;enaHeT eRBaHK μansURt

ehARBlwg dUecñHeKbgVilBBilenAEs¥kRBwkeLIgeTA

vij ¬rUbelx2¦. RBwkRBhamRsag² ekμgTaMgGs;eTA

sMBHRBHGaTitüdUcKña ehIykic©eFVIeF μjk¾K μanxusKña

GVICaFMdMueLIy. eKnimnþRBHsgÇmkekarbnþicbnþÜc(

)nRKb;KñaCa]bkic©Edr enAkñúgbus,úkenaH ¬rUbelx3¦

rYceTIb«Em:jatimitþmkekarbBa©b;. 

rIÉrNþab;nana eTaHCarUbragmindUcKñaebHbit

nwgenAPUmitMbn;GgÁr k¾eKerobcMeLIgkñúgn½yEtmYy.

teTAenHCa]TahN_xøH². )yRBlwgEdleXIjenA

elIrUbelx4 TIbBa©b;eTAeKebIkbBa©úkek μgerog²xøÜn

dUcKña. )yRsIedIm ¬rUbelx5¦ EdleKrMus¥at)t

ehIyP¢ab;søwkeBñAenaH dl;TIbBa©b;eKEhkebIkeLIg

vijdUcKña EtenAÉeNHeK EhkyksøwkeckRBhμcarIy

rUbelx1

rUbelx2

rUbelx3
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(ek μg)nmñak;bnþic². {RBHx½n} eFVIBIsøwketñatmancar

Bakü)lI EdlenAGgÁreKdak;KgelIs μaek μgeBlva

RkabRbNmüRBHsgÇ enAÉeNHeKehA {dMbgeBRC}.

eKvan;Bak;eQog(ek μgkñúgkic©dUcKña ¬rUbelx6¦.

müa:geTotRtecokekμg BMuEmnRKan;EtmanGMe)Hkøúkmk

esotmYycMehogeT KWenAmYycMehogeTotmanesot

søwkeBñA EdleyIgFøab;dwgfaCaTMenomRBah μN_Edr.

dgef<ck¾maneRbIsRmab; dEgðekμgdUcKña ¬rUbelx7¦. 

´K μanbMNgerobrab;eRbobeFobl¥itl¥n;eT

dUc)neBalmkBIelIrYcehIy RKan;Etsarub(xøImkKW

fa KMnitCamYldæanénkic©RBmTaMgrNþab;nanaenAkñúg

BiFIenH BMumanGVIEbøkBITMenomenAtMbn;GgÁreLIy. ´eFVI

kMNt;ehtuy:agsegçbenH kñúgeKalbMNgmYyepSg

eBalKWelIkykerOgenHCaRbFanbTmYysRmab;Gñk

RsavRCavsikSaGMBIsgÁm cab;Garm μN_ BicarNaRtiH

riHEvgq¶ay t,itkrNIEdlhak;dUcCaBiessenH Gac

BMuEmnCaBiess GVIb:unμaneTk¾mindwg. 

rUbelx4

rUbelx6 rUbelx7

rUbelx5
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GñkGan)neXIjehIyfaRbéBNImYyEdlhak;dUcCa)t;bg;CasßaBrmkRbmaNCit4TsvtSehIy

Rsab;EtRtdrxül;rkrs;eLIgvij. RbkarenHeFVI(nwkdl;CMenOGMBImnusS {Pøwk} eRBaHFøab;&famanGñkQWPøwk

dl;eTAbIéf¶$mYyGaTitü)t;s μartIGs; EtxøÜnenAmankMedA. eKEtgniyayfaRBlwgGñkenaHeFVIdMeNIreTACYb

RBwtþikarN_epSg² Tal;EtRKUNaBUEkecHGnÞgehAmkvij)n eTIbGñkQWenaHsVagCaRbRktIdUcmun. cenøaH

eBlenaH RKYsarjatimitþeCOfaGñkenaHsøab;ehIy RKan;EtBMuTan;Gs;citþ edayeXIjxøÜnenAekþA k¾minha‘nyk

eTAbUCa.

RtLb;mkBiFIekarCukenARsuk)Fayvij* RbsinebI´BMu)neqáIHeqáólCRmujelIkTwkcitþ(eKeFVIeLIgvij

TMenomenHRbEhlCa)t;bg;CasßaBrEmnehIy. EtkareqIáHeqáólenaHk¾K μanGVIelIsBIkarelIkTwkcitþsesIr

edayes μaHGMBIkarRsLaj;RbéBNIEdr. ´BMuman(KMnitfaKYreFVIdUecñH $dUecñaHTal;EtesaH KWeRscelIGñkRsuk

Cam©as;TMenomTaMgRsug.

´niyayBIelIbnþicmkehIyfa kaleKseRmcfaeFVIbuNüekarCuk(ek μg11nak;enAPUmiTMnb;enaH eK

eqøótbEnßmbuNüqakceRmInGayu(mnusScas;eTot5. rIÉenAPUmican;vij RbEhlCaKeRmagbuNüqakmanrYc

ehIyeTIbeKseRmcbEnßmBiFIekarCukeTot edayeXIjlT§pll¥Cak;EsþgenAPUmiTMnb;. dUecñHCakaryktRmab;

tamGVIEdleXIjfaRbesIr BMuEmnCakarsakl,gmuneKeT. dUecñHehIy)nCakalbriecäTEbøkbnþic eRBaHeFVIenA

ExBisax.

müa:geTot´)ndMNwgeRkaymkfa 3éf¶munekarCukenAPUmican; manPUmimYyeTotenACitenaHeQ μaH

PUmiRkdas; ¬XMutaMgRksaMg/ Rsuk)Fay¦ k¾eKmanP¢ab;BiFIekarCukeTACamYybuNübc©½ybYnEdr. ´min)neTA

emIleT edaymin)ndwgmun Etya:gNak¾Gackat;yl;fa suT§EtyktRmab;tamPUmiTMnb;EdleKyl;faCa

KRmUl¥Edr.

buNüTaMgbIkEnøgenHbgðajfaBiFIekarCukBMuTan;ecjmux dac;EtÉgsuT§eLIy eRBaHykBiFImYyeTot

mkÉb ¬krNIPUmiTMnb;¦ $eTAÉbCamYyeK ¬krNIPUmican; nigPUmiRkdas;¦. EteTaHbIya:gNa k¾eXIjfaegIbmk

vijEdr fVIt,itEtenAlwblenAeLIy. etIeTAGnaKtnigvivDÆya:gNaeTAeTot? enHCakarlM)ks μanNas;.

ÉRbkarEdleXIjc,as;RkELtnwgEPñkenaHvij KWGñkRsuk EtkalNadwgfamanGñkeRkARsLaj;RbéBNI

xøÜnehIy ya:gehacNas;EtgxitxMeFVIemþc bnþkarRbtibtþienaHeTAeTot.

EdlehAfaRsLaj; KWeKarBmanenAkñúgenaH BMuEmnkarmkerIruH bBa¢atamsT§aluyBIeRkAeLIy.

312

s‘un can;dwb

5BiFIceRmInGayuTaMgGm,alm:ansuT§swgCaBiFIqøgv½yTaMgGs;eTaHCaeFVICa {bc©½ybYn}/ {cnÞsukKIrIsURt}/ {qakmhabgSúkUl}
k¾nimitþrUbmanEtmüa:gKWsn μtfa GñkenaHsøab;mYyRKasin eTIbekIteLIgvijCaf μ IeTot. Etqøgv½yRbePTenH KWqøgv½ybRBa©as
BMuqøgBIekμgeTAcas;eT KWBIcas;mkekμgvij.  
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segçb
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kMNt;ehtuenH BMuEmnCar)ykarN_BisþarGMBIBiFIekarCukEdlGñkniBn§)neXIjenAextþkMBg;cam

eLIy EtCaesckþIsegçbBiFI. eKalbMNgGñkniBn§ KWcg;TajGarm μN_GñkRsavRCavmkelI)tuPUtEdlkRm

manmYy. enAtMbn;EdlykmkniyayenaH eKe)Hbg;BiFIekarCukecalCaeRcInTsvtSmkehIy EteTskal

BiessmYy/ faCakarécdnük¾swg)n/ eFIV(®KYsarmYypþÜcepþImbbYlGñkPUmiCamYyKñaeFIVeLIgvij. luHeXIjfa

)nlT§plRbesIr PUmimYyeTotenAmþúMenaHk¾eFVItam ehIy)neCaKC½ydUcKña. enHCakrNIkRmmanmYy EdlKYr

(sgÁmviTUCaGaT×ykmkBicarNafa RbéBNImYyEdls μanfarlayGs;ehIy Gacrs;eLIgvij)n$eT?

ebI)n etITal;Etmanktþa$lk½çNGVIxøH?

Abstract
The “top-knot cutting” ceremony in Kompong Cham province: the dying breath?

This note is not a detailed ethnographic report on a pre-puberty ritual recently observed in two
villages of  Kompong Cham province. The rite of  passage in question had been abandoned for four
decades without nonetheless having been totally erased from the collective memory. It was nonetheless
taken for dead. But, particular circumstances, which arose by accident rather than through a deliberate
attempt to revive lost tradition, brought villagers to take certain initiatives to revive the ritual. Given the
success of  the said revival, a second village took on the same challenge, again with success. The aim of  this
note is thus to invite scholars to closely examine this sort of  relatively rare phenomenon. If  the rebirth of
this ritual tradition is indeed confirmed in coming years, it would be of  interest to pursue research on the
minimal conditions required for a moribund tradition, or even one apparently forgotten, to be revived.

Résumé
La “tonte de la houppe” dans la province de Kompong Cham : le dernier souffle?

Cette note n’est pas un rapport ethnographique détaillé sur un rite de pré-puberté récemment
observé dans deux villages de la province de Kompong Cham. Ce rite de passage était pourtant abandonné
depuis quatre décennies, sans toutefois être totalement effacé de la mémoire collective. On le donnait pour
mort, en tout cas. Or des circonstances particulières qui tiennent, à l’origine, plus du hasard que d’une
volonté délibérée de rétablir les traditions perdues ont incité un village à prendre des initiatives pour le faire
revivre. Au vu du succès obtenu, un deuxième village s’y met à son tour, toujours avec succès. Le but de la
note est en quelque sorte une invitation aux chercheurs de suivre de près ce genre de phénomène plutôt
rare. Si la renaissance se confirme dans les années qui viennent, il serait en effet intéressant de poursuivre
la recherche sur les conditions minimales pour qu’une tradition moribonde, ou même tombée dans l’oubli,
revive.
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