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Abstract
Neak Pean: A Purifying Tirtha
Styonn Sophearith

Neak Pean temple is an ensemble of ponds, located in the middle of a late 12th century reservoir,
called Jayatataka. Besides its hydraulic agricultural role, the ensemble played a significant religious role as a
tirtha (a sacred bathing place) whose water was understood to purge all sins of those who ritually washed
themselves there. It also served metaphorically and symbolically as a “boat” for crossing “the ocean of
existence.” This function passionately emphasized by King Jayavarman VII, whose intention was to save
all beings from the ocean of existence. The King’s strivings were partly realized by the construction of a
“sacred city”, known by its ancient name #agari jayasri in Angkor, which is comprised of two main elements:

Preah Khan temple and Jayatataka to the east, in the middle of which Neak Pean is located.

Résumé

Neak Pean: un tirtha purificatoire
Siyonn Sophearith

Neak Pean est un ensemble de bassins creusés au milieu d’un réservoir du nom de Jayatataka,
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construit a la fin du 12¢m¢ siecle. A part sa fonction hydraulique agricole, il jouait un réle crucial de Zirtha
(bain sacré) dont I'eau est sensée laver le baigneur de tous les péchés. Métaphoriquement et symboliquement,
il s’agit d’un bateau traversant 'océan des existences et répond a ’ardent souhait de Jayavarman VII de voir
les étres en étre délivrés. Les efforts du roi ont en parti abouti en la construction d’une “cité sacrée” connue
sous le nom de zagari jayasri a Angkor, et composée de 2 principaux éléments : le temple de Preah Khan

ainsi que le Jayatataka portant en son centre le temple de Neak Pean.
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