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Miniature Reliefs on Khmer Temples

by Phoeung Dara

Bas-reliefs on the most visible of Khmer temple architectural elements (lintels, pediments) or on
temple walls, have long been the object of art historical study are generally well known today.
But the small reliefs sculpted in more obscure places often escape notice and remain poorly
understood. The lack of attention paid to these small images can be attributed to their location
on temple structures, as well as to the sheer quantity of sculpted imagery, particularly in the
larger monuments. This presentation seeks to redress this imbalance in our knowledge of Khmer
art, giving the small reliefs their due.



